an 


E P 1 8 


n 
CONCERNING THE 


PRESENT AND SUCCEEDING TIMES 37 


BEING A 


FAITHFUL EXHORTATION - 
AN d 
WARNING TO ALL FRIENDS, 
, WHO PROPFESS THE TRUTH, 


"pa beware of the manifold wiles of the enemy, and 
to ſtand armed in the Light of the Lord oD of 
Heaven and Earth, again his aſſaults, that ſo they 
bee e to anſwer the call and requirings * , 


- 


AL9O, , 


; Something Genies of the miſery of the Succeedin 
Times, that all may be prepared, and that the evi 


day may not overtake any unawares, but fuch as 
turn away — ear from counſel, 


* 


BY 


"Pi who is a daveller in the way of Ne an hath 
good will towards all om, and more 8 8 805 to 1 
houſhold of faith; g 


STEPHEN CRISP. 


FIRST PUBLISHED IN THE YBAR 1666. 


® Lit bim that bath an Ear, ear wht the pil ſaith to the Church 
A NEW EDITION. 


- 


* "4 


LONDON 
PRINTED AND SOLD BY 


JAMES PHILLIPS & SON, 


GEORGE YARD, LOMBARD AR. 


— — 


1797 


- 
- 2 . 
= 
* 
* - * 
- - v ? 
oe * — * 
. * - 4 is . 
i # * 
A » 
” ® 1 % 
: 
* oa 2 2 
* , * # 
o 
. % 0 
* % 
— — 
wy * 
0 
. » n 1 « 
. . 
Y „* * 
/ 4 
E 0 
* 
4 4 a 
o . ? 
» \ 
1 % 
» A » 
- % 
/ - . 
- þ 'F 5 
y 0 
- Py 
* 
- 
e * . „ — * - 5 ] \ 
* 
. 1 * 
5 
. 
7 k A % . 8 \ 1 
* 
* * 
22 ; 
9 — * * . p  **. 4 
o K 4 . . 
* 
- 
9 n * - 
* k * 9 
. — 25 
1 
* . * 
* 
” 
9 q a - * ” . * e 
. . - 
: 6 * . — M ws ® 
— ” n 
* . 
4 
® # Lo . 
. 
* 
0 * 
4 a \ 
, * 
. „ = 
— . 
” % n 
o ; = 
' 3 th . | 4+ + ” » ” 4 
as , 
- „* * F # 
* ; * * 4 % 
- 4 i - 
4 F * 
- 7 
= 
. 4 4. % . 
„ 
o « 
\ 
5 % Y 
* 
” . 4 N 0 9 
* 
9 1 4 
* % * 
% 
* 8 
* 
* 
* 1 P 
- 
\ ; . 4 c 
P — _ * 
- * * * * * * 1 4 
. 6 5 
A * 
p — 
% ” *. a ' & 4 
- 
- - 4 - 0 + * 
« 
— - ” 
* - 
— % 
K » 
” k — - * * : * v 5 
% * 
* - 2 a 
. * 
9 ' : 
0 - - _ 9 ; — 4 6 
* 8 
* 
= = * * 
. » ” 
o * 
. F $ * 
* 
1 . 3 % 
; ' 
” 0 
0 a = 
* — 1 n 
I * 
. " , 
. 5. 
4 — — 
— 
- * 
” — £ 
* * 
% . 
o 
7 * * * * 
* 
; 0 " o * ” 
— 
4 _ 
= 
*®S » k \ % — 
.  - - * . 
. 2 1 * 3 4 . 
j } ” 4 17 > 
. « * * LY 
<A» = * WAN * 41 . 
\ * _ b 
* 
4 4 


„ — 
I we , 
" % «+ — — 
v 
7 * 
. — 
. 
- — 
0 
, * 
. *» 
. * S 
% , * 
* . 
— 
. 
z - 
” 
* 
= + 44 
* . 
= * " „ — 
* * % 
* a” * 
— 
— ' : — _ 
- " 
” . 
. . ” oy ' . 1 . 
— . " 
\ - : 2 


other ends or deſigns, 
with reſolution in that /zght, to wait for 
the alvation; of God. Dear friends, it is | 


an 
| f 7 
2 as - 
4 P % * " 
4 — * : 1 *, ; *: * 1 - 
n : 4 ; A A LEY: 
b . /* „ k ; ® 
FR _ * * - 9 * > * 
| 0» 15 The. e. | 


F KI E NDS 
Concerning the Preſent and Succeeding Timer. | 
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1 * . 


OU whom the Loxp hath reached . 
unto, in this the day of his love, and 
to whom he hath made known the way of 


truth and righteouſneſs, through the raiſing 


up- of that holy living. Witneſs of himſelf, 


that long lay hid and buried in you, ang 
huath brought you to a ſecret feeling of 
ſomething in yourſelves, that is worth the 
minding and regarding; and the Lord eauſ- 
ing this to appear in the day of your ſeek- 
ing, as a light difcovering darkneſs and its 


power, by which ye were formerly held; 


and given you by his Spirit a ſenſe and 
ſecret hope, that in this VWight the way of 


deliverance was to be attained unto. This 


hope made you not aſhamed of the light 
which before you hated, but you came to 


know- and embrace it, even 'while others | 


ſtill hated it, and you for its ſake: yet 


your. hearts being affected with the hape 


that did appear therein, could not but ſo 


far join unto it, as to make publick pro- 
feſſion of it for Ns own ſake, and for no 


or intereſt at all; but 


2 2 for 


T« 


for you aforementioned, that both now, 
and for ſome days and weeks, my heart 
hath been deeply exerciſed, even night and 
day; and the aboundings of the Father's 
love do often overcome me, and draw me 
forth now, to ſay and write theſe things un- 
to you, for your admonition and eſtabliſn- 
ment. And indeed it is you who did thus 
rightly own the way of truth, and knew 
your believing to be the gift and mercy of 
God to your ſouls, that I do aim at; for 
thoſe who have taken up the profeſſion of 
the precious truth upon by-reſpe&s and 
ſiniſter ends, and but for reaſons propound- 
ed in their carnal minds, though I do pity 
them, yet I have not much at this time to 
ſay to them, but this, The day Hall declare 
them, and their garments ſhall not hide them. 
But you, O my friends ! who had fel- 
lowſhip with us in the deep travails of our 
beginnings, and did come to truth the ſame 
way, and have known the power and virtue 
of it, many times overcoming. you in your 
inward man, which hath made you cry out, 
Lord, evermore give us of this bread; and 
hath made you as a watered garden: O 
friends! how ſhall I expreſs or ſignify unto 
you thoſe longings, thoſe ardent deſires, and 
earneſt breathings of my ſoul, that you, 
even you, may abide to the end of all trials, 
tribulations, and adverſities; and may inherit 
that crown of immortality which is in Chirſt 
Jeſus our Lord, and may not by any means 


be be thereof. "Thy is lingly my travail 


EF 1) | 
in body and ſpirit, that you may be kept and 
- preſerved out of all the ſubtil ſnares 2 the 
wicked one, who hunts for the ſouls, even 
of thoſe who have believed; and therefore 
in dear and tender love, I have a few things 
to write unto you for the clearing of my 
conſcience, and diſcharging my duty in the 
ſighit of the Lord: and the Lord give you 
all a tender and an underſtanding heart, that 
both you and I may yet have cauſe daily to 
Praiſe tlie Lord, in the glorious light of his 
ſalvation; Thich be hath manifeſted among 
us by the revealing his Son Jeſus Chriſt, to 
whom belongs dominion, enn and glory, 
for ever. Amen 
And firſt, dear in, it is in my: heart 
to put you in remembrance of that by which 
we were called and convinced; which, as a 
foundation principle, was laid in and among 
you; and it being unchangeable and unalter- 
able im itſelf, doth therefore admit of no al- 
teration or change in thoie who are "OT 
kept toll e ο n ; 
It was a- light which ariſe in our beards, 
aad ſhined forth from God the Father of 
lights, carrying in its appearance the nature 
and property of God, both in its condemn- 
ing evil, which the enemy had ſown or 
planted in us; and owning, allowing, and 
-Juſtiiying;; every thing that was good and 
_ honeſt, juſt and equal; even thoſe thoughts 
in our hearts which were for turning towards 
the Lord, and ſeeking his righteouſneſs. 


Theſe thoughts were juſtified and encouraged 


"og 2 Ught,'and all the: contrary — | 
ag TAS 1 and 
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- ws did make us 
ſures and honours, friendſhips and delights 

of this world: and in thoſe days you grew 
imo a feeling of the heavenly joy, where the 
— was witneſſed in your boſoms, 
and the zeal of the Lord was kindled by his 
own Spirit in you, againſt whatſoever this 


(6) 


and <a; 6s as they were brought to it to 
be tried. Now, this light did our ſouls 
rejoice ia, as they had good cauſe, though 
it took away our former rejoicings; our 
pleaſures in vanities and iniquity died, our 
"glory in this world withered, our friend- 
tip wirh the ſons of men decayed; and we 
ſtood in the /ight and ſaw all theſe things, 
and were not ſorry at it, but waited daily 
to ſee: theſe things more and more brought 
to paſs; neither was there a pet mitting our 
thoughts to go out, how we might prevent 
thoſe damages, or repair, theſe loſſes, but 
the croſs of Chriſt was indeed our glorying 


or rejoicing; and the hope that was before 
the pleafures, \trea- 


light of Jeſus in the, conſcience did witneſs 
again: And the Lord beheld: your inte- 


grity, and blefſed you, and multiplied you, 
and added to your ſtrength and ſtature; oy: 
then did the fruits of this glorious work 
abound among you, in three more general 


and ſpecial effects; by which effects, or 
ir continuance among yon, let all now 


come to ſearch and try e that ſo, 
gear friends, thoſe who have continued Faith- ; 
ful in them all, may perſevere in like man- 
ner to the end; and thoſe, who upon 
ſearch do find GEE 3 and fallen 


true 


mort 


\ 
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-fhort in all or any of them, may make haſte 

to repent, and to turn to that which was the 
root of then. all; that they may not be found 

as fruitleſs and withered branches in the day 

that cometh; left they be cut off and utterly. : 


conſumed from among the living branches of 
the vine; for a day cometh that truth will 
look into the fig-tree for fruit, and leaves will 
not defend it — the curſe and blaſting. 

The three eſpecial fruits that did ſpring 
forth from this bleſſed root, and were and 
are to continue, and inereaſe in us and among 

us to the end, are theſe, viz. | 

1. PURITY, manifeſted i in a godly conyer- 
ſation. 4 

2. UniTy, Wünifebel in dear aird tender- 
love one towards another. 

3. FALITHPULNESs, manifeſted in beit 
ing a conſtant and faithful teſtimony to the 
things we had received and believed, though 
it were unto great loſs and ſufferings. 

And againſt all theſe doth the wicked one 
| appear, to ſee if he can make you barren 
coneerning them; and that with divers wiles 
and ſubtilties, that he may prevail on you, 
and not be known to be the enemy; but 
might ſo overcome you, as that you might 
both ſubmit to him, and then plead for him 
and his ſnares and wiles, as being JuR, right, 
lawful, prudent, convenient, &c. But, O 
: dear Friends, let all be watchful and diligent. 
to wait in the ſenſe and true feeling of t that 
feed which never fell nor was beguiled ; and 
Loh will (even the leaſt of you) ſee and 

— 4 comprehend 
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comprehend his workings. and trarisforrtte | 


ings, and be delivered from them. 
1. PURITY and HOLINESS was a fruit in 
you, which doth yet flouriſh in many (bleſſed 
be the Lord!), who are as watchful and care- 
ful, to approve themſelves in obedience to the 


| light of truth. in their inward parts, as ever,, 
and find as great a neceſſity both of trying 


and judging. with its judgment, as ever. 
Theſe having thus waited, have renewed 


their ſtrength unto this very day, and do 
mount up as upon the wings of an eagle: 


theſe are neither weary in running, nor faint 
they in their walking. But alas, j/7:ends “ 
even theſe do know. with how great and 


manifold aſſaults they have been aſſaulted; 


and know and ſee with ſorrow of heart, 
how the aſſault hath prevailed upon ſome, 
by working into the mind a ſecret; liberty, 


and ſuppoſed enlargedneſs; whereby a care- 


* 


> 


| Hefſneſs hath entered ſome, and they having 


no keeper but the meaſure” of light revealed 
in their hearts and conſciences, ſo ſoon as 


they came to be perſuaded to flight the re- 


proofs of that, they ſoon erred ; and this 


- ſuppoſed liberty entered, That now, after 
fo many years Arictneſi and circumſpection, 


"they ſhould not need to fland ſo ftraitly to try 
things and words as at firſt, becauſe now a 
day of more liberty was come; and this lil 
3 prevailed againſt that pure fear that 
once was placed in their hearts, and againſt. 
the very obedience of truth, inwardly in the 
ſubjection of the mind; and then it became 
8 manifeſt 


«. ( 9 . 


manifeſt. 'gttwardlyy: the actions ſometimes 
blame-worthy, tho::words; and ſpeech again 
corrupted, and, run into the. old channel of 
the world, like them again, and the ſingle 
pure language, learned in the lig, in the 
time of their. poverty and ſimplicity, almoſt 
loſt an forgotten, and ſo the work of God 
which he wrought, in a manner laid waſte: 


and then, when this. liberty is entered, and 


made uſe of- as aforeſaid, oftentimes a ſecret 
ſiuhtilty ariſeth againſt the judgment of truth, 

(either from within, pr from ſome outwardly), 
that is grieved with this . looſe and..careleſs 
0 kind. of ſpeaking or acting; which. ſubtilty 
leads to contend for it againſt the judgment, 


* 15 creature roy, Joe ap po are ge 3; 


G5 4+ 234 4a 4 4 


m af amo iy a han of, 6. $45 evil 5 
of, the wicked one. How came they to be 
ſmall and little things, ſeeing ——— great 


things with us in the beginning? And how | 


comes an offence of... this nature to be li ght 


now, ſeeing it was heavy i in.the e | 


Oh! let not the greateſt mercies. of our God 
ſo fill us, as to make us light or forget the 
leaſt obedience; but rather let the continue 
ance of his mercy the more Ae An 
up unto a zeal for his name 

all things, to be found doing and 


ye learned in the /ight, in the day of your 


being low. and little; and then nothing will | 
riſe up and be. exalted i in the multitude. of 


God's - ee bus chat * birth which 8 


DFO! lives 
64.42 4 — 5 h | 


ad Fabia 
according to the rule of righteouſnels; Which 


5 i LY o " 


n 


ſo that life of righteouſneſs will ſhine forth 


more and more, which glorifies God, and 


ſeeks his honour, Dear friends, that ye 
may be kept ſo unto the end, is the breath- 
in 1 travail of my foul; and that where 


this neglect hath entered, a this aforeſaid 


Corruption, either in ſpeech or action, is to 
be found, that ye would receive the word 
of exhortation, in meekneſs and fear, in 
which it is written unto you; and may re- 


deem the time, for the days are and ſhall be 


” evil, and none will hold the nyſtery of the 
faith (Which ſaves from falling in 5 evil 
day) but ſuch as do keep the pure and un- 


gelle eonſelence; which none can do, but 


by perſiſting arid continuing in the daily 


ſanctification of the ſpirit, and Penzel ane 


obedience of the truth; RN 
2. A ſecond fruit that was brought forth 
from this good root, was UNITY and LOVE 


one towards another; which,” bleſſed he tie 


Lord, is preciouſly preſerved i in ard amon 
many to this very day; who are ſo ſenſible 
— the divers operations of truth in them to 
de all by one ſpirit, that they are ſtil — 
of one heart and mind, given up freely to 
ſerve the Lord in fingleneſs of heart in their 
generation; and are in this good work a8 
ſtrengtheners and encouragers ' of one ano- 


cher. But, notwithſtanding, the enemy hath 


been exceeding buſy to lay waſte and: de- 
ſtroy this bleſſed effect alſo, and that under 
divers pretences, which the Lord: ſtill dif 
covered by his own- Light and Spirit in his 


LY 1's, people, 


lives in parity Then it is at higheſt; ard * 


\s 


\s 


people, who have Gnghy aired: pins 


(a2 


For many have been his wiles, ſometimes 
fitting and preparing veſſels to riſe up in 


the fiethly and ſenſual wiſdom; to traduce 


friends, — bring in corrupt and evil doc- 


trines, to wy who were not; ſound in the 
faith, that they might draw tliem afide into 


an heat and Kh for ſomething which had 


not its root in the truth, and which they 
who abode in the truth could: not own, / but 
jodge and condemm in the name of the 


Lord. Which, when ſuch ſaw; they took 
thereat occaſion. of ſtriving: to propagate and 
promote that which they ſavr withſtood; ſo 
having loſt ſubjection to the ſpirit of truth 
in chemſelves, which would have kept them 
in unity in the body; and having alſo loſt 


and laid by their ſubjection to thoſe O 
were over them in the Lord; they then 


grew ſtubborn and wilful, and proceeded in 


more zeal for that which Road in oppoſition, 


to the truth, than ever they did for the truth 
itſelf. And theſe eue. have prevailed 
to the ſnbvertingwhiole houſeholds, and have 
turned ſeveral from the faith and ſimplicity | 
which is in the goſpel; who, as well as thoſe 
that fubverted them, have loft the fellow- 
ſhip of the ſaints, and the ſavour of life, both 
in themſelves and others; and then the ene / 
my perſuaded them, ail cee dead to the 


Ae but tbemſelues; and fo they grow to haue 
«tickling joy in what they do and ſay, in 


pbediencs to that perverſe and ſingular private 
ſpirit; and ſo * yr to ſpeak evil of dig · 


by * . unruly, and dare to ipeale 
* | * 
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againſt heaven, "anc them that dwell and in- 
habit in it; whom God makes to ſhine as 
ſtars in the firmament of his power. But 
alas for them! my ſoul pities them, when J 
| ſee; how they ſport themſelves with their 
en deceivings; but the day of the Lord 
is among his people, which hath and doth 
make them and their ſpirits manifeſt, and 
their fruits alſo. have made them manifeſt. 
Another way that the enemy ſeeks to 
break the unity, and diſſolve the bond of 
| emity, is, by ſowing a ſeed of Jealouſi and 
Prejudice in the hearts of ſuch in whom he 
can get an entrance; that ſo they may ceaſe 
from the true and unfeigned love, and that 


upon a pretended reaſon, becauſe of this r 


what, which is ſuppoſed or imagined; in 5 
evil part in themſelves, againſt others, gi 
ing heed to evil thoughts or ſurmiſes, which 8 
break forth many times in whiſperings and 
Aale-bearings; which, though the thing ſup- a 
poſed to be evil, was really fo, yet. this is 
not to be lowed: or given way to among 
you; but to uſe plainneſs one towards ano- 
ther, and ſingle-heartedneſs, and to ſhut out 
the evil one in this his ſubtil appearance 
alſo. O, dear friends, remember how the 
Lord hath dealt with you, and deal you ſo 
one by another; he hath not ſought occa- 
ſions againſt you, but hath long borne and 
ſuffered, nes exerciſed. much patience.and 
tenderneſs” towards you; yet plainly. re» 
proving the evil in you, and not treaſuring 
it up againſt you. O, friends, be likes 
_—_ one towards another, that the _ I 


12) 
wa 


K 


of your peace and concord may be defeated, 


and you preſerved entire to al Head, even 
to Chriſt Jeſus; and ye may be one, and the 


name of the Lord may be one among you; 


and that which tends to the making cold 


your love, may be judged in all: and ſo 
brotherly-love will continue with you to 
the end. 


Another way which the enemy works to 


ſcatter, and to bring from this wnily, OE 


leading ſome, who have believed, into ſome * 


fin and; iniquity which the body {who are 
in the truth) are conſtrained to appear in 

judgment againſt, for the truth's ſake; and 
yet notwithſtanding the parties ſo Lining; 
being above the witneſs in themſelves, which 
would bring them to own the judgment of 


the Spirit of Chriſt in his church, they exalt 
themſelves above the judgment, and ſeek to 
'* + gain to them ſuch whom they can enter. by 


their words and complaints, to take part 
with them againſt the judgment, and thoſe 


Who paſſed it. Such were thoſe whoſe words 
did eat (the apoſtle ſaid) ' as a canker, of 


whom the believers in thoſe days were to 


be aware; for commonly ſuch as have gone 


from the power that ſhould have kept them 


clear and upright, will alſo turn againſt the 


power in thoſe who abide in it, eſpecially 
if they be drawn forth to reprove and re- 


buke them: but let all ſuch know, that is 


not the way to be renewed; and let all that 
take part with any who work iniquity, 


know, that they do but defile their own ſouls 
thereby, and rend themſelves from that 
* which wad cannot proſper out of. 

And 
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And therefore, dear friends, beware of; joins 
ing with, that, 'in yourſelves or in others, 


which the power goeth againſt, let the pre- 


tences be what they will: for that which 
doch evil, will always be apt to ſow evil 
_ complainings of others; and ſuch as are in 
the unſatisfied murmuring againſt judgment 
paſſed upon them, are much to be feared; 
for they thereby render themſelves the more 
guilty, and yet the further from repentance. 
But, dear friends, watch unto that which 
gives you a living feeling of the living body, 


which is the church; that in all things you 


may demean yourſelves as true members of 
a ſerving one another in love, and ſub- 
mitting yourſelves one unto another for the 
Lord's fake; that in all plainneſs and ſingle- 
neſs, as becometh the truth, you may ſeek 
to preſerve the unity which the enemy of 
truth and peace doth envy: ſo ſhall ye con- 


tinue to ſtrengthen one another's hands, in 


every good work; and this ſhall tend to the 
1 of the hands of your enemies, 
who ſeek to divide you, that they may rule 
over you. Many other deſigns doth the 


wicked one try daily, to break and divide, ; 


more than can now be named, or here in- 
ſerted; but they are all out of the 

and if you be in it, you will ſee them, and 
that will preſerve you: for it is one, and did 
make us one, and will keep us to be of one 
heart and mind to che end, if e ante 
in it. 
The third od effect which tum did 


way 
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Hortion among hy 
| N to touch at ſome of the reaſons or 
8 . a 


e 
truly receiye it, was ZEAL anal FAITHFUL 


888.20 God, in the bearing teſtimony to 
what was manifeſt, though through great 


ſufferings; in which, as friends abide in the 
root, they do daily increaſe in power, to ful- 

fil the ſame teſtimony ; for the mercy of the 

Lord doth engage them, and his anſwer of 


peace in the midſt of thelr trials doth arm 
and encourage them, and they hold out to 
the end; and for ſuch the Lord hath always 


made a way, better than they could have 
made for themſelves: yet the enemy hath _ 
in this matter alſo been very buſy, and hath 


prevailed with ſome under divers conſider- 
ations, or rather conſultations, which he 


hath propounded untp them. But, O, 


friends, be ye all watcliful, and take heed 


leſt any of the teſtimonies of truth be laid 


waſte ; for that which leads to be weary of 
bearing witneſs to the truth, and to lay it 
— — the ſame will lay thee waſte, and 
bring thee into ſuch a ſtate, as thou wilt 
want — truth to bear witneſs for thee; and 


though it be hard for fleſh and blood (which 
bath no kingdom but here) to fall into the 
hands of unreaſonable men, yet it is a more 
fearful, thing to fall into the hands of the” 

| living God; and therefore, let all luke-warm 


ones, who. are neither hot nor cold, be 


awakened, and. all, who have gone back- 


wards, be warned to return to their ſinſ love, 


elſe the Lord will come again them, and 


the day haftens that will — fa ach their 
pocrites, except they repent. 


— — 
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— which he, chat abode not in the 


truth himſelf, uſed to draw others into this 
kind of cee backſlidin 8, obſerve. as 


follow. © 

Fin, He appear to Gi to per uade 
thier, that their former teftimony was borne 
more from an imitation of others, than 


from a work of the power of God in them- 


ſelves; and that now, they not finding the 
thing required of them, they may leave off 
their teſtimonies, or may do ſuch things as 


they have denied formerly: this ſnare doth 


the enemy make uſe of in theſe days.” But 


mark 4 it is that he hath caught with it; 


none but ſuch who ſometimes were low in 
their minds, and dared not to grieve the 
Spirit of God in themſelves or others, but 


for the truth's ere give up all things, 
rather than t eir teſtimony; but in time, 


growing careleſs and looſe in waiting, loſt 


that ſubject ſtate, and grew high = ax< 
alted in their minds above the crofs, that 


ſhould have crucified the betraying wiſdom; | 
and ſo having loft the true exerciſe of the 
power, and the feeling of the excellency 
and worth of the truth, they\knew not the 
requirings of the Lord; and the earthly 
mind got up, which placed a greater eſteem 
upon earthly things, than upon things that 
are eternal; and ſo things that once thou 


offeredſt up to God, thou takeſt again into 
thine own hand, ne ſo robbeſt the Lord, 
and groweſt careful about outward things, 
das Other Gentiles do; ; and to cover thy ſhame 


F ponies we enemy then * thee to be- 


lye 


Tan 


"er ithi ber which once wronght in thy 
heart, and made thee afraid to act againſt 


the light, or to deny the teſtimony for God 
in ſuch things as were manifeſt, and then 


thou ſayeſt, thou did it by imitation ; but 
thou ſhalt know thy covering is too Natron 


in the day that haſteth upon the. 


Another temptation which the enemy pre- 


ſenteth, is, that though thou art convinced 


what to do, or what thou ſboulaſt deny, yet 


the trials are ſo hard and ſo many, and perſe- 


cutors wax worſe and worſe, ſo that thou 


| ſhalt not be able to hold out to the end: 
and where he can get entrance with this 


bait, he preſently cauſeth an evil heart of 
unbelief, and doubting to ariſe ; which takes 


away even the ſtrength that the Lord did 
give; and ſo feebleneſs doth enter the mind, 
and a ſpirit. of bondage leads thee' to fear 
again; and then comes the diſpute in thy 


heart, whether thou Halt and with the 
power of God, in the obedience, or whether a 
thou bali fall under that power that ariſeth _ 
againſt God, and his truth and people? And 


in this combat thou haſt a ſubti] enemy, 
uſing many devices to betray thee; and a 


part in thyſelf, not yet mortified, ' that is 


ready to ſay, Pity thy/elf, pity thy wife, pity 
thy children, and pity thy relations ; which 
it may be ſometimes, are all as ſo many in- 


ſtruments of ſatan to ſeduce thee, and lead 


thee into darkneſs ; that thou mayſt not ſee 
ſo great necetlity 1 in thy bearing up thy teſti- 


mony, as indeed there is, nor ſo great a 


danger in the contrary, ag indeed there is. 


O N | 


# 
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0 friends, at ſach a time as this, where 
is \ there any help but in the Lord? Where 


' eanſt thou find a Saviour, but in that /zghr 


which gives to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral voices? 
Now it is good for thee to remember, that 
if thou walke/t after the fleſh, thou muſt-and 


Halt ſarely die and wither. In ſuch a time, 


flee, flee to the Lord, wait in his dread to 


feel thy ſtrength but renewed at the preſent, 
and take no care for ſtrength next month, 


next year, or next trial; for God is God, and 


, changeth not, and will be the ſame e thee i in 
ſeven trials as in fix, if thou belicveft- and 


wwaiteſt on him in uprightneſs. -And therefore 
fear not man, but truſt in the Lord, all ye 


who have known and felt his power; and 


let not in the enemy of your ſouls by the 
door of carnal reaſoning, 'but keep that ſhut; 
and rather conſider, how the enemy makes 


| thee as a rejoicing among his own children, 


and ſtrengthens that hope in them, of their 
overcoming all others, as well as thee ; 
which hope is curſed, and ſhall' be con- 
founded. And conſider, that if thou letteſt 
fall thy teſtimony, which thou haſt: once 
borne for the Lord, thou makeſt the heart off 
the righteous ſad ; and: makeſt their travail 
through that teſtimony the harder for them, 
by reaſon of thy encouraging their adverſaries 
by the hope aforeſaid. And; whatever-thou 
doſt, hey muſi go thorough to the end, who 
will inherit the crown of mmortality.' 

And again conſider, it may be, that thy 


_ backſliding, or cowardly drawing away the 


ſhoulder, may 3 a diſcouragement to 


: 


a 


others, 2 


e 
l and they may ſtumble in thy ſtumb- 
ling, and fall with thee, and never be able 


to riſe, arid ſo thou bringeſt their blood alſo 
upon thee. Oh! remember alſo that the 


| ſervant of the Lord, who could ſay (Pſalm _ 


exix. 157.) Many are my perſecutors, and mine 
enemies: yet do 1 not decline from thy, teſtimo- 

That was a noble ſpirit becoming the 
ſoldiers of Chriſt ; yea, though perſecuted by 
princes, as he ſaith; ver. 161. 

Dear friends, let your minds be ſtirred up 
to be zealous for the Lord, in this the great 
day of controverſy with darknefs' and its 
power. Who hath God to bear witneſs to 
his name, but you? Among whom hath he 
made it known, as among you? Who hath 
given up themſelves to the Lord, as you 
have done? Well, Bleſed are they that keeh 
covenant with the Lord, your ws y ſpall "yp 
his glor x. 

One more ſubtil ſnare of the enemy in this 
matter, is in my heart to mention, which is 
this, viz. To perſuade thee for once to do 
that which the light hath made manifeſt 
thou ſhouldſt not, with a purpoſe after- 
wards to be more faithful. O, friends, 
in the name and fear of the Lord I exhort 
and warn you all to take heed of this, for it 
will prove but a falſe confidence. Thou wilt 
find this kind of, going out of the guidance 
of truth, to be a dear out-going to thee ; for 
if ever thou doſt: return, it will be very 
hardly, and with bitter anguiſh of foul. Oh! 
do nt tempt the Lord on this wiſe, 4% it do 
pee impoſſi "A upon thy Au willingly, t to 
B 2 renew 


Z — 


\ 


( 


t renew or reflore thee again by repentance; thou 
wilt have thy poltage, but wilt /ofe the bleſſing, 
though thou may feck it with thy tears; for 
while thou vente/t out, behold, thy way became 
beudged nþ, and the thorny nature got up in 
thee, and ſo thou art debarred and fenced out 
from enjoying thy former ftate : ſin being 
entered, death ſoon follows. Oh! remem- 
ber Sampſon, who when he had diſcloſed the 
token of a Nazarite, in which ſtate he ſtood 
in covenant with God, yet thought to have 
ſhaken himſelf, and to have gone forth in 1 
his ſtrength, as at other times; but was miſ- 
taken, Judges xvi. 20. for the / Lord: was ; 
departed from him, though he knew it not. 
And ſo, though thou haſt known the Lord's 
preſence and power in thy veſſel, yet take 
heed of letting in that treacherous ſpirit, to 
lead thee to unfaithfulneſs, and to betray the 
leaſt of his truſts and teſtimonies committed 
to thee, though it be but for once; for there- 
by thou will render thyſelf unworthy to be 4 
found a witneſs of his power another time; 
for the Lord will leave that veſſel, and often 
dcth, and chooſeth other veſſels to manifeſt 
himſelf in, who. wall be more true and 
faithful. | 
27 80g! dear friends, in true and tender loye l 
have laid theſe things before you, that ye may 
all be ftirred up and provoked to love, and to 
good works; that ye may abound in the 
grace committed to you ; and none of you, 
-- who have known the truth, may be entangled 
with the wiles of your ſubtil enemy; and that 
you, who have Ow well, may not loſe the 
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things that ye have wrought, but may perſe- 
vere in well- doing, till you have finiſhed your 
courſe in peace. And, friends, this is the 
joy and delight of thoſe who labour am woc 
you in the Lord, and hereby are our hæfds 
ſtrengthened, and our hearts refreſhed; when 
we do find you ſuch as we delire ye ſhould 
be, even ſtedfaſt in the truth; and then alſo 
do you find us to you- ward, ſuch as ye de- 
fire we ſhould be, even a refreſhing in the 
fellowſhip of life unto you; and our God- 
comforts us together in the mutual Joy and 
comfort of his REY Spirit, ee ds in us 
and in you. 

And, friends, I am che more drdvrh forth 
at this time to viſit you with an epiſtle, 


becauſe the Jord hath given me ſome ſight 


of his great and dreadful day, and workings 
in it, which is at hand, and greatly haſtens; 
of which I have ſomething to ſay unto you, 
that ye may be prepared to ſtand in his day, 
and may behold his wondrous working 
among his enemies, and have fellowſhip 
with his power therein, and may not be 
diſmayed nor driven away in the tempeſt, i 
which will be great oe 
And as concertiing thoſe ee Timer; 
the Spirit of the Lord hath ſignified; that 
they will be times of horror and amazement - 
to all thoſe who have, and yet do reject his 
counſel : for as the days of his forbearance, 
warning, and inviting, have been long, ſo 
fhall his appearance amongſt thoſe who have 
withſtood him; be fierce and terrible; even 
40 terrible, as who ſhall abide his coming. 
„ For 


4 


Ce) Te 

For the Pord will work both ſecretly and 
openly, and his arm ſhall be manifeſt s to. his 
children in both. _ 
Secretly, he ſhall raiſe up-a a continual fret- | 
ting anguiſh amongſt his enemies, one againſt 


another, ſo that being vexed and tormented 
inwardly, they ſhall ſeek to make each other 


miſerable, and delight therein for a little 
ſeaſon: and then the prevailer muſt be pre- 
vailed over, and the digger of the pit muſt 


fall therein; and the confidence which men 
have had in one another ſhall fail, and they 
will beguile and betray one another, both 
by counſel and ſtrength; and as they have 
banded themſelves to break you, whom God 
| hath gathered, ſo ſhall they band themſelves 
one againſt another, to break to ſpoil and de- 
ſtroy one another; and through the multitude 
of their treacheries, all credit or belief, upon 
the account of their ſolemn engagement, 
| ſhall fail; fo that few men ſhall count them- 
ſelves, or what is theirs, ſafe in the hand of 
his friend, who hath not choſen his- ſafety 
and friendſhip'i in the pure light of the un- 
changeable truth of Ged. And all the ſecret 
counſels of the ungodly ſhall be brought to 
nought, ſometimes by the means of ſome of 
thefnſelves, and fometimes by impoſibilities 
lying in their way, which ſhall make their 


hearts fail of ever accompliſhing what they | 
have determined. And in this-ſtate ſhall men 


fret themſelves for a ſeaſon, and ſhall not be 
able to ſee the hand that turns againſt them ; 
but ſhall.turn to fight againſt one thing, and 
= angther, and a third thing, — ſhall dard : 
EO 


<> 


6464 


. 1 reel in counſel and in W as 
drunken men who know not where to find 
the way to reſt: and when they do yet ſtir 
themſelves up againſt the holy people, and 
againſt the holy covenant of light, and them 
 *who walk in it, they ſhall but the more be 
confounded; for theſe ſhall be helped with 
a little help, which all the ungodly ſhall not 
hinder them of, ts wit, the ſecret arm of the 


Lord maintaining their cauſe, and raiſing up 


a witneſs in the very hearts of their adverſaries 
to plead their innocency ; and this ſhall make 
them yet the more to vex themſelves, and 


to go thorough.hard-beſtead. For when they 


ſhall look upward to their religion, to their 


power, policy, or preferments, or friendſhips, 
or whatſoever elſe they had truſted ing and 
"relied upon, they ſhall have cauſe to curſe 
them; and when they look downwards to 
the e 
hold t 
takes hold on them, and drives them to 


s produced by all thoſe things, be- 
en, trouble, and horror, and vexation 


darkneſs; and, having no help but what is 


earthly, and being out of the knowledge of 
the mighty overturning power of the Lord 
God Almighty, they ſhall deſpair and wear 


out their days with anguiſh. And beſides all 


this, the terrible hand of the Lord i is, and 
ſhall be openly manifeſted againſt this un- 


godly generation, by bringing grievous and 
terrible judgments and plagues upon them, 
tumbling down all things in which their 


; pride and glory ſtood, and overturning even 
the foundations of their ſtrength z yea, the 
Lord will lay waſte the mountain of the un- 
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godly, and the ſtrength of the end city 
hall fail; and when men ſhall ſay, We will 
take refuge in them, Nahum iii. 12, 13. they 
ſhall become but a ſnare, and there-ſhall the 
ſword devour : and when they ſhall. ay, 
We will go into the field, ca hut truſt in 
the number and courage of our Riders, they 
ſhall both be taken away, And this evil alſo 


Will come of the Lord, and his hand will be 


2 
* 
v +4 


ſtretched out till, and ſhall bring confuſion, 
ruin upon ruin, and war upon war; and the 
hearts of men {hall be ſtirred in them, and 
the nations ſhall be as waters, into which a 
tempeſt, a ſwift whirlwind is entered. And 
even as waves {well up to tiMdiſſolution one 
of another, and breaking one of another, ſo 
ſhall the ſwellings of people be: and becauſe 
of the hardſhip and ſorrow of thoſe days 
many ſhall ſeek and deſire death rather than 
Mie. Ii: at 

Ah! my havnt relents, and is moved with- 
in me, in the ſenſe of theſe things; and 
much more than T can write or declare, 
which the Lord will do in the earth, and 
will alſo make haſte to accompliſh among 
the ſons of men, that they may know and 


Cennfeſs, That the Mosr Hidk deth rule ih 


the kingdoms of men, and pulleth down and 
fetteth up according to bis own will : and this 
ſhall men do before ſeven times paſs over them, 
and ſhall be content to give their glory unto. 

him that " in heaven. © 
But, O, ends, while all theſe things 
are working, and bringing to paſs, repoſe 
ye yourſelves in the munition of that Rock, 
| which 


( 25 ) 
which all theſe ſhakitgs ſhall not move; 


even in the knowledge and feeling of the 
eternal power of God, keeping you ſubjectly 


given up to his heavenly will; and feel it 
daily to kill and mortify that which remains 
in any of you, which is of this world; for 


the — part in any, is the chan geable | 
part; and that 18 up and down, full and 


empty, joyful and ſorrowful, as things go well 
or ill in the world. For as the truth is, bur 
one, and many are made partakers of its ſpirit, 


ſo: the world is but one, and many are par- 


takers. of the ſpirit of it; and ſo, many as 
do partake. of it, ſo many will be ſtraitened 


Ler- perplexed with it; but they who are 


ſingle to the truth, waiting daily to feel the 


life and virtue of it in their hearts, theſe 


| ſhall rejoice in the midſt of adverſity; theſe 
ſhall not have their hearts moved with fear, 
nor toſſed with apguiſh becauſe: of evil 


tidings (Pſalm cxii. 7, 8.) ; becauſe. that 


which fixeth them remains with them. 


Theſe ſhall know their entrance with the 


bridegroom, and ſo be kept from ſorrow, 
though his coming be with a noiſe; and 


when a midnight is come upon man's glory, 


yet, they being ready and prepared, it will 
be well with them; and, having a true ſenſe 
of the power working in themſelves, they 


cannot but have unity and fellowſhip with 
the works of it in the earth; and will not at 


all murmur againſt what is, nor wiſh nor 
will what is not to be. Theſe will be at reſt 
till the indignation paſſeth over, and theſe 
having no deſign to carry on, nor any party 
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to promote in the earth, cannot poſſibiy be de- 
het nor diſappointed i in their undertakings, 
And when you ſee diviſions, and parties, 


. and rendings in the bowels of nations, and 


rumours and tempeſts in the minds of people, 
then take heed of being moved to this party, 
or to that „or giving your ſtrength to 
" Uhis or that, or counſelling this way or that 
way 3 - but Rand ſingle to'the truth of God, 
in which neither war, rent, nor diviſion is. 


' And take heed of that part in any2of you, 


which truſts and relies upon any fort-of the 
men of this world, in the day of their pro- 
 Hperity; for the ſine party will TD to 
ſuffer with them in the time of their ad- 
verſity, which will not be long after: for 
ſtability in that ground there will be none. 
But 45 ey ſhall ſay, Come, join with us, 
in this or word remember you are joined to. 
the Lord by his pure Spirit, to walk with 
Him in peace and in righteouſneſs ; and you 
feeling this, it will gather out of all buſtlings, 
and noiſes, and parties, and tumults ; and 
Jead you to exalt the ſtandard of trith and 

righteouſneſs, in*an innocent converſation, 
to fee who will flow unto that: and this 


ſhall be a refuge for many of the weary, 


 tolfed and afflicted ones, in thoſe days, and 
'2 ſhelter for many, whoſe day 1s not yet 


— 
So, dearly beloved friends ind nene, 


ho have believed and known the bleſſed 


appearance of the truth, let not your hearts 


Pe troubled at any of theſe things: Oh! let 


not the things: that are at preſent, nor things 
that 


Fo 


: . 2 ) 


that are yet to.come, move you fqn. your 


ſtedfaſtneſs; but rather double your dili- 


gence, zeal, and faithfulneſs to = cauſe of 


God: for they who know the work wrought 
in themſelves, ſhall 7g in the day of trouble 
 altbouſth the Jig-tree ali not blo em, neitber 


the fruit be in the vines, the labour of 


the olive ſhall fail, aud the fields ſhall yield 
4 meat, the flocks ſhal{ be cut off ya the 
fold, and there ſhall be no berd in 4he falls ; 

yet theſe foall rejoice in the Lord, and joy 


in the God of their Jn, Hab. ili. 1 


I7, 18. 
And how ne „eee this pook 


nation, few know; and therefore the cry —.— : 
the Lord is very loud unto its inhabitants, 
through his ſervants and meflengers, that 
they wort prize their time while they have 


it; leſt they be overturned, waſted, and laid 
deſolate before they are aware, and before 
deſtruction come upon them, and there be no 


remedy, as it hath already done upon many. 
Oh LONDON ! LONDON! That thou 


and thy rulers, would have conſidered, and 
hearkened, and heard, in the day of thy 


warnings and invitations ; and not have per- 


ſiſted in thy rebellion, till the Lord was 
moved aint thee, to cut off the thouſands 
and multitudes from thy ſtreets, and the 
preſſing and thronging of people from thy 
gates; and then to deſtroy and ruin thy ſtreets 
alſo, and lay deſolate thy gates, when thou 


thoughteſt to have repleniſhed them again! 


And, Oh! ſaith my ſoul, that thy inhabi- 
tants would yet ay warned, and perſuaded 
2 to 
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to repent and turn to the Lord, by putting 
away every one the evil that is in their hearts, 


againſt the truth in themſelves, and againſt 


thoſe who walk in it, before a greater deſo- 
lation and deſtruction overtake them. 
Oh! What ſhall 1 ſay to prevail with 


LONDON, and with f its inhabitants! The 


Lord hath called aloud, he hath roared out 
of Sion unto them; but many of them have 


not hearkened at all, nor conſidered at all. 


Well, O my friends,” (and thou, O my 


ſoul), return to your reſt, dwell in the 


pavilion of the houſe of your God, and my 
God, and ſhelter yourſelves under the ſhadow 
of his wings; where ye ſhall be witneſſes of 
his doings, and ſee his ſtrange act brought 
to paſs, and ſhall not be burt therewith, 


nor diſmayed. 


'O, my friends, in wer bt of nale 2 
tender love, have 1 ſignified theſe things 
unto you, that ye may ſtand armed with 


the whole armour of God, clothed in 
| righteouſneſs, and your feet od with the 


preparaticel of the goſpel of peace, and 
freely given up in all things to the diſpoſing 


of the Lord; who will deliver us, not by 


might, nor by ſword, nor by ſpear ; but by 
his own 'eternal inviſible arm will he yet 
ſave us and deliver us, and get himſelf a 
name by preſerving of us; and we ſhall yet. 
live to praiſe him who is worthy of glory, 


of honour, and renown, from the riſing of 
the ſun to the ſetting of the ſame, now and 


for Art Amen. Amen] faith my Nail. 


ros rschlpr. 


to) 
POSTSCRIPT. 


DEAR 'FRIENDS AND  BRETHRYN, l e en 


| 1 HAVE ſomething Grin in wy honed: to 


communicate unto you, in dear and tender 
love, and in deſire of your preſervation out 
of the ſnare of your adverſary; and that is, 
to exhort you all to dwell in the pure judge- 
ment of the truth, which is a defence upon 


your glory: and let none bereave you of this, 
under any pretence whatſoever; but as you 
come to a true feeling of the life in your- 


ſelves, to which alone the certain judgment 
appertaineth, ſo let this life have freedom, 
and ſtop it not from judging all that which 
is at enmity with the life, and tends to the 
hurting of the true plant of God. For I have 
ſeen a harm hath come to many who have 
parted with their judgment, and fo have be- 
come unarmed; and the enemy hath pre- 
vailed upon them (under a pretended tender- 
neſs) to permit or ſuffer ſuch things as were 
hurtful to themſelves and others; and though 
the Lord hath given them judgment and diſ- 


cerning in the matter, yet were bereaved of 


that gift, and ſo by little and little became 
beguiled. 


O, dear friends, confi Jer theſe, how are 


perilous times; and it is needful for every 


one to watch in that ſame eternal light to 


which you were firſt turned; that by its righ- 
teous s Judgment ye m be preſerved from 


every 


i 
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every thing in ö that appears con- 
trary to that precious life of which you have 
taſted; and when you have ſo done, then 
take heed, that the enemy doth not do that 
by an inſtrument; which, through. your 
watchfulneſs in the light, he could not do 
without : and all beware. of that affected ten- 
derneſs, that cries out, Be tender to all, and 
pray for all, and mind the good in all, and love 
all, and judge none, but leave udement to God; 
&e. 1 ſlay, heed not the plauſible words of 
that ſpirit, which, being guilty, to ſave its 
own head from a Krave” would bereave you 
of your judgment, which God hath given 
you, and is indeed truly his judgment, and 
is to be adminiſtered in his wiſdom and 
power, for the cleanſing and keeping clean 
his ſanctuary: for ſuch as have no Judgment 
in their goings, are they who know not the 
true way of peace, but make them crooked 
paths, He that goeth in them ſhall not now 
peace. Iſa. lix. 8. 

But ſome may ſay, Was not Chri/t ab 
and lowly ; ; and ought not all to be ks unto . 
bim? 

It is true, my friends : but there is 3 ait. 
ference between the ſeed's ſuffering and its 
_ reigning, and there are times for them both: 
and when it doth pleaſe God to permit the 
hour and power of darkneſs, in the open 
perſecutors, to exalt itſelf againſt his ſeed 
and people, by perſecution or ſuch like, they 
are led by his Spirit to appear in meekneſs and 
quietnels, as a ſheep before the ſhearer. But 
what | is is, to ſuffering bad and perverte 

| | ſpirits 


3 


4 
11 


truth, and yet are out of the truth, and ene- 
mies to its proſperity, ſtriving to exalt and 


ſet up another thing inſtead of the truth? 


Such as theſe the Lord doth not require you 
to uſe only patience and meekneſs towards; 
but if that will not reclaim them, they muſt 
know the judgment of the truth, and you 


in it muſt ſtand over them: for in this caſe 


the day of the exaltation of Chriſt is come; 
and God is crowning truth with dominion 
over every falſe ſpirit, and corrupt practice 


thereof. 


83 


And therefore, dear friends, e eye the Lord 


in his goings forth; and, as you feel his life in 
you to witneſs againſt any evil or corrupt 


thing or practice, uſe plainnefs, and keep 


ſincerity, and turn not judgment backwards; 


for that which is unwilling to be judged, 
and cries out, Fudge none, leave all to God, 
&c. the ſame will take upon it both to judge 


and rule, but not in the wiſdom of God; and 
thoſe who cry out ſo much for tenderneſs, 


and againſt truth's judgment, the ſame are 
molt dangerous to be drawn out from the 
patient ſuffering in the Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, 


when they ought to appear in the moſt 
meekneſs, and to appear rough and wrath- 


ful in the ſtriving and fighting nature; and 
are moſt apt to be tempted into a ſpirit of 


revenge, as hath been ſeen by ſad experience: 


for they who- loſe the exerciſe of that by 
which al ſhould keep dominion over deceit, 


they loſe that ſtrength by which they ſhould 


* 


be | 


ſpirits, that appear under offfivace of the * 


* 


. m fuller all things for the ſake of 
4 Chriſt Jeſus. 
b, So dear friends, i in har which: Leeps our 
the defiler and the betrayer, all wait upon 
= Lord, that you may have your armour 
"1 nd be fortified with the ſtrength, with 
11 might, and with the judgments of God; 
BY . and keep that under in every place, which | 
under pretence of tenderneſs and forbearance 
' . _»- would make void the teſtimony of truth, or 
make the offence df the croſs to ceaſe in an 
thing wherein you have been inſtructed from 
the beginning; that the Lord may behold and 
ſee judgment - eſtabliſhed, and be pleaſed. 
Iſa. lix. The Lord looked. and there was no 
judgment, and it difpleaſod bim; for thereby 
* deceit- got up, which, with it, is to be kept | 
| down. os 
80 the Lord God 75 power and 2 Pre | 
ferve you faithful, and fitted for every good 
word and work; the firong to watch" over 
- the weak in fengleneſs, and the weak to be 
_ Subjet to the flrong in the Lord, that fo the 
Pure plant of 5 7 and truth may 
- grow in and among you-all, to his praiſe: that 
hath called you: to whom be U _ 
— ever. Amen! 52 


* 


